A future report by Derek McKay, which will appear in this News Page, will highlight the CAG funding of the next generation of leaders in the field. Support is provided through the awarding of studentships, fellowships, research initiative awards, transition-tofaculty awards and start-up operating grants for new faculty members. These efforts are supported by our continuing partnerships with the Canadian Institutes for Health Research, our partners in industry (Abbott Laboratories Ltd, ALTANA Pharma Inc, AstraZeneca Canada Inc, Axcan Pharma Inc, Ferring Pharmaceuticals, Janssen-Ortho Inc, Nestle Nutrition, Schering Canada Inc, and Solvay Pharma Inc) as well as the Canadian Digestive Health Foundation and the Crohn's and Colitis Foundation of Canada. To all, I extend my personal thanks and appreciation for your generous support of gastroenterology, nutrition, and hepatology-related research and training in Canada.
Planning for next year's meeting is already underway, with careful review of the feedback from participants and full consideration of the results of the recent Needs Assessment survey. As well, we obtain feedback about the CDDW in a meeting held annually with our corporate sponsors/industry subcommittee. One change that already has been implemented is that the meeting will begin one day earlier than in the past. The CDDW will begin with the RD McKenna Memorial Lecture and dinner held on the Friday night (February 27, 2004) and will end on Monday March 2, 2004. This is a shift to one day earlier than had been planned previously; please mark your calendars accordingly and plan to join us in Banff again next year! On your behalf, I wish to publicly acknowledge and thank outgoing committee chairs, including Vince Bain (Hepatobiliary/ Transplant Committee), Jonathan Love (Endoscopy), and Eric Semlacher (Practice Affairs) for their efforts on behalf of the CAG. Cameron Ghent, Rob Enns, and Dan Sadowksi will take over the leadership, respectively, of these committees. Please do not hesitate to contact them directly with your comments, feedbacks, and suggestions for the future.
In summary, I believe it is clear that the CAG provides excellent value to its members. A number of initiatives and innovations related to continuing medical education, training, patient care, research, and advocacy will be highlighted in this News Page during the next twelve months. The energy, talent, and commitment of members of the organization are what makes things happen and moves initiatives forward. You are strongly encouraged to get involved in an area that meets your interests and aspirations. Our common goal is to make the CAG a vibrant and active organization that meets the needs of all of its members. Please do not hesitate to contact me directly (president@cag-acg.org) with your comments, suggestions, and feedback.
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